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		             The County Board of Commissioners 
		             Support Schools:
		             Recently, the Livingston County  
		             Board of Commissioners set aside  
		             a substantial amount of money to  
		             support Reaching Higher in all five  
		             public school districts within Living- 
		             ston County. This approach to social- 
		             emotional learning is an important 
intervention for students. Positive outcomes from completing 
Reaching Higher can manifest in academic and behavioral 
goal setting and improvement. Leadership qualities are also 
developed over the approximately nine-week experience. To 
learn more about Reaching Higher, or to support the approach, 
please visit: https://reachinghigherinc.org/our-programs/ 
rh4youth. The work we do together to ensure that all children 
are successful learners is important.

Bond Projects for 2023:
Bond projects for this summer will include reconfiguring the 
Farms Intermediate, middle school, and high school media 
centers into collaboration centers. We will be adding a Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) center at Farms 
Intermediate, upgrading the main high school stadium, soccer, 
softball and baseball facilities, resurfacing the high school 
parking lots (main staff, pool, and bus/band) and other projects. 
This will be an extremely aggressive bond season which may 
result in road and building closures. Please be cautious and 
follow all signage so that we can ensure that the projects get 
done before the fall semester starts. You can follow the bond 
process by visiting: https://www.hartlandschools.us/ 
2020-Bond/index.html. 

@hartlandschoolsChuck Hughes, Superintendent
Superintendent’s Corner

Please mark your calendars for Tuesday, May 2, 2023. The voters living 
within the Hartland Consolidated School District will be asked to vote on 
the Non-Homestead Tax Levy, sometimes referred to as the Operational 
Millage. Below you will find key frequently asked questions. Please see 
the center pages of this Community Life for more information, or visit 
www.hartlandschools.us. 

What is Non-Homestead property?
Non-homestead property refers to commercial, industrial, rental and 
vacation property. It does not include a family’s primary residence.
 
Is this a new tax?
NO! This levy has been in place since 1995. This is a renewal and resto-
ration of the 18 mills last approved by voters back in May 2018.

Will my residential school taxes increase?
If the only property you own in the Hartland Consolidated School District 
is your primary residence, this millage will not cost you anything. The 
tax is levied on non-homestead properties only. However, every eligible 
voter can vote on this operational tax levy. 

What happens if the millage doesn’t pass?
The 18 mills assessed on non-homestead properties amounts to approx-
imately $5.5 million annually to support operations including instructional 
resources, classroom supplies, and teachers. This funding is essential 
to maintaining the current programs offered by the district. Should the 
millage not be approved, the district cannot replace this funding with 
any other source, and those revenues will be lost. Hartland Consolidated 
Schools would be required to reduce or cut programs to offset the loss.

Board of Education Happenings
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I am the Marketing Teacher/ 
DECA Advisor at Hartland 
High School. I have a B.S. 
in Education with a double 
major in marketing and 
data processing with a 
minor in general business 
from Central Michigan Uni-
versity. I have 33 graduate 
credit hours in the Master 
of Business Education 
program through CMU, 

Western Michigan and Michigan State University. I am 
married to my wife Phyllis, and have two boys, Jacob age 
31 and Nathan age 28. This is my 23rd year in Hartland.
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See our center spread on pages 14 and 15 for more information 
about the Non-Homestead Tax Levy vote on May 2nd.
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Editor’s Page

Your donation helps to offset the cost 
associated with publishing and mailing the 
Community Life newspaper. Your support is 
appreciated for the only paper dedicated to 
promoting news about the schools and the 
Hartland Area for the past 89 years. 

For those residing outside the school district 
and do not have “School of Choice Students” 
attending HCS, the recommended subscrip-
tion rate is $30. Your name will be added to 
our additional mailing list. Reader donations 
are appreciated.

	 Rates for advertising are as follows:

SIZE	              BASE PRICE       FULL COLOR        SIZE
Full Page	 $425.00		   +$50.00	         10” x 12”
1/2 Page	 $215.00		   +$30.00	         10” x 6”
1/4 Page	 $115.00		   +$20.00	          5” x 6”
1/8 Page	 $ 70.00		   +$10.00	          5” x 3”
1/16 Page	 $ 45.00		   +$10.00	          5” x 1.5”

Community Life Advertising Rates
Advertisements are designed in a horizontal or vertical format. ANY article that promotes 
a fund raiser, event or registration to a sport and lists ticket prices, fees, dues and the 
sponsoring organization or group, are considered an advertisement and must be paid. See 
rates below.

ADVERTISEMENTS MUST BE PREPAID at the times they are submitted. We accept Visa, 
Mastercard, Discover, American Express, Check and Cash.
DEADLINES: Advertisements must be emailed to the editor and submitted by the desig-
nated monthly deadlines. 
BILLING: If you would like to be invoiced for your ad, contact Hartland Community Ed to 
make arrangements. If paying with a credit card, we accept Visa, Mastercard, Discover, 
American Express. We also accept personal or business checks or cash.

2022–23 Community Life Deadlines
Listed below are the Community Life deadlines for articles and advertisements for each 
month. Please check the schedule for dates. Community Life is typically mailed the last 
week of each month. We do not publish in June and July.

Scheduled Deadlines and Mailing Dates

ISSUE			  DEADLINE			   MAILED

April 2023		  March 10 (Brochure)		  March 22

May 2023		  April 14				    April 26

You may also e-mail articles to the editor at: communitylife@hartlandschools.us. Please 
attach photos in a jpeg format. Please forward all news and advertising to: Editor,  
Community Life, Hartland Community Education, 9525 E. Highland Rd., Howell, MI 48843.

If you have any questions or news submissions, please contact  
Heather Calabrese at communitylife@hartlandschools.us

Mission Statement: The Hartland Consolidated Schools, in cooperation with the 
community, will provide a positive environment for the development of productive and 
caring individuals of all ages. We are teaching learning for life.

District Vision Statement for Hartland Consolidated Schools: A community of 
learners sharing successful tomorrows.

Community Life 
Volume 89, No. 3, March 2023 

A monthly publication sponsored by the Heartland Foundation in cooperation with the 
Hartland Board of Education and Hartland Community Education, dedicated to informing 
the public in matters of education, local government, community services, organizations 
and cultural opportunities. Founded in October 1933 by the Hartland Area Project in the 
interest of rural progress and prosperity.

Editor: Heather Calabrese
$30 subscription rate per year for readers outside of Livingston County.  

Reader donations appreciated. 

Do you know of a Hartland graduate who is doing something special or outstanding? We 
know there are plenty of former students doing some amazing things and we want to 
hear about it. We are looking to highlight a Hartland High School graduate each month 
that we feel the community would love to hear about. Send nominations to editor Heather 
Calabrese at communitylife@hartlandschools.us and we will select one person to spotlight 
in each issue of Community Life. 

We are looking for alumni news!

David T. Bittner
Attorney at Law

710 E. Grand River Avenue, Howell, MI 48843
(517) 546-7363

email: barleypc@msn.com

Providing exceptional legal services at an affordable rate
David T. Bittner - Hartland Graduate, Class of  1977  

Hartland resident for over 50 years.

Estate Planning • Divorce • Personal Injury • Criminal Law • Probate • Custody  
Business Law • Landlord/Tenant • Real Estate • Child Support • Collections

This school year we have received $1785 in donations. Thank you to Beth Kuhn and 
Dale Begay for your generous donations.
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Schools
Hartland Consolidated School District

9525 E. Highland Rd., Howell, MI 48843  810.626.2100
Hartland Consolidated Schools  
2022–23 School Board Meetings

All meetings take place in the Boardroom at the Hartland 
Educational Support Service Center at 9525 E. Highland Road, 
Howell. Meetings begin at 6:30 PM unless otherwise indicated.

Monday, March 13, 2023
Monday, April 10, 2023
Monday, May 8, 2023

Monday, June 12, 2023 
(8 AM)
Monday, June 26, 2023 
(8 AM)

March 2023:
10: End of 3rd Marking Period K-12
27-31: NO SCHOOL Students or Staff, Spring Break  
           (District Open)

April 2023:
7: NO SCHOOL Students or Staff - Good Friday,  
    (District Closed)

May 2023:
17: Last Day of School for High School Seniors
24: High School Exams, 1/2 day for HS only
25: High School Exams, 1/2 day for HS only; 
      High School Honors Night, 6:30 PM, HESSC,  
      Performing Arts Center
26: Last day of School; 1/2 day for all buildings;  
      End of 2nd Semester, K-12

June 2023: 
9: High School Graduation, 7 PM at EMU

HCS 2022–23 School Calendar

The online enrollment process allows for the following required documents to be uploaded:

•	 Birth certificate

•	 Immunization records with proof of DTP, Polio, MMR, Hepatitis B and Chicken Pox vaccines  
(or proof of having illness) and a vision screening

•	 Proof of residency using one of the following: certificate of occupancy, purchase agreement, builder’s permit, rent 
receipt or agreement, mortgage statement/receipt, voter registration card, utility bill or driver’s license

Children are eligible for enrollment in kindergarten in August 2023 if they will have their fifth (5th) birthday on or before 
September 1st, 2023. A child who turns five after September 1st and before December 1st, 2023 may enroll if parent/legal 
guardian signs a waiver that is supported by the school district.

A full-day Junior Kindergarten program may be offered. A minimum number of students are required for the program to 
be made available. Parents may need to provide transportation in order to participate. The age requirements for Junior 
Kindergarten are the same as for the regular Kindergarten program. You may contact any of the following personnel with 
questions:

Scott VanEpps, Assistant Superintendent: 810-626-2111 or scottvanepps@hartlandschools.us.

Principal Dotty Hottum, Round Elementary: 810-626-2800 or dottyhottum@hartlandschools.us.

Principal Tony Howerton, Lakes Elementary: 810-626-2700 or anthonyhowerton@hartlandschools.us.

Principal Jason Reck, Village Elementary: 810-626-2850 or jasonreck@hartlandschools.us.

Principal Stephanie Way, Creekside Elementary: 810-626-2600 or stephanieway@hartlandschools.us.

Kindergarten Enrollment for 2023-24
Online enrollment open via the website www.hartlandschools.us  

Person of the Month continued from cover

I have been involved with DECA for 31 years, but the best 23 were here in 
Hartland. I am also involved with Muscular Dystrophy Association fund-
raisers, support for our Gold Out games by purchasing football jerseys, 
ringing bells for our Salvation Army drives and I have participated in the 
Adopt-A-Family program for years.

My most memorable HCS moment is a very hard thing to answer because 
there is not just one memorable moment. There have been so many in 
DECA. One was watching Kendra Rocha get mobbed by our students when 
she took 2nd place at the DECA International Conference, then the next 
year she took 1st. Another was when students gave me an award for Best 
Mom because I was the one always cheering them on, had a Band-aid 
when they needed one or was able to sew things for them at the interna-
tional conference. Another was the picture book that I received from our 
two state officers, Kyle and Jordan, after we did a photo shoot for their 
senior pictures. And of course, I will never forget the outpouring of support 
from the district and community during a nearly three months stay in the 
hospital that almost took my life. I could go on, but it seems each year 
always presents another memorable moment or two.

I just love the district; it’s been family to me. The students have always 
been great to have in class and it’s always exciting to see their successes 
in DECA. They make me proud to be an educator and it keeps me young! 
It’s an awesome place for kids to come and get an excellent educational 
experience. We offer so much for our students to be able to excel whether 
it’s academics, sports, Career Technology Education (CTE), the Arts or the 
many extracurricular activities we have available–especially DECA.
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Transportation 9525 E. Highland Rd., Howell, MI 48843, 810.626.2175

810-626-2175 
Hartland Consolidated Schools 

If you have questions or would like details about a position, please give us a call today! 
It is the policy of Hartland Consolidated Schools that no person shall, on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender (including sexual orientation and gender identity), disability, age, religion, height, weight, marital or family status, ancestry, genetic infor-

mation or any other legally protected category, (collectively, “protected classes”), be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination in employment or any of its programs or activities.  

 

SOUP was happy to return to Hartland Winterfest on February 11th. We had four groups 
present: Hartland HS Football, Livingston County Alano Club, The Riley Katheryn Foundation, 
and Hartland Drama Club. The winner of a $1,100 grant was Hartland Drama Club as they 
prepare for their spring musical Fiddler on the Roof! Thanks to our matching anonymous 
donor (that matches what we bring in at the door) the other three groups each received $200. 
Thank you to All Saints Lutheran Church for the donation of their space, volunteers, and food, 
plus the Detroit Polo Club for being the salad sponsor, to ensure each $5 donation for the 
meal went completely to the SOUP presenters. We would also like to thank The Heartland 
Foundation for once again providing a $500 starting grant. Want to apply for the next SOUP 
at the end of April? Fill out the proposal at: bit.ly/SOUPproposalApril23. (Date to be confirmed 
very soon!) To stay up to date on future events, follow us on Facebook @HartlandSOUP. Keep 
making those plans and brainstorming ways to make Hartland an even better community! 

SOUP Update

If you have questions or concerns, call Hartland Transportation at 810-626-2175.

School Bus Safety 
Running Late to the Bus

To continue to provide the safest possible  
transportation for your child  
we’d like to share the required  
protocol when running late to  
the bus in the morning. It is  
required that you should either:
   • Call Transportation at 810- 
      626-2175 so they can  
      communicate with the driver,  
      and determine a stop location where you can meet the bus  
   • Or, transport your student to school

Communication with the bus driver is critical in this situation. The “danger zone” 
surrounding the bus should never be entered without the driver expecting it. There is 
just too much at risk to leave anything up to assumption.

Following is an excerpt from the Student/Parent Handbook/Bus Responsibilities 
of Parents:
“To ascertain and insure that their children arrive at the bus stop 5 minutes prior 
to the bus arrival in the morning. Once the alternating lights are deactivated on the 
bus, they may not be reactivated and it is the parents’ responsibility to transport their 
student to school, not another bus stop. Students or parents should never try to catch 
the bus once the lights have been cancelled.” 
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High School News
Kate Gregory, Principal

810.626.2200
@hartlandhigh

	          March 7th and 8th: Band Concerts
	          March 9th: Choir Concert
	          March 27th-31st: Spring Break

Spring Testing Dates:
     April 12th: SAT, PSAT9 and PSAT10
     April 13th: ACT WorkKeys (juniors only)
     April 17th-21st: M-STEP (juniors only)

Important
Events

Mrs. Anne Hasseld was named MI Career and 
Technical Education Teacher of the Year. Congrat-
ulations on this well deserved honor! 

Anatomy and physiology students dissected chicken wings to aid in their study of gross anatomical structures.

Chemistry classes played periodic table Battleship and studied the bonding of elements.

Our school day Unified Game was a huge suc-
cess. HHS was honored as a National Unified 
Champion School and received a banner from 
Special Olympics to display. 
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810.626.2400Middle School News
Lawrence Pumford, Principal  @orecreekmiddle

Congratulations to our Students of the Month Isabell 
Pruden and Abigail Tenbusch. They were selected by 
teams 7C and 8B for excellent academic performance 
and citizenship.  Thanks to Izzy and Abby for being 
such great examples and setting the bar high as they 
practice Reason, Respect and Responsibility.

Our Valentines Dance was a wonderful time for the students. They certainly 
came dressed to impress! Thanks to our student council for making the 
event possible.

HMS staff and students had fun with a 
“twins day” theme on the day before 
winter break.

Mr. French’s Environmental Science students are 
excited to learn how to filet a fish!

Our Unified Basketball team dazzled the crowd by their play and their perseverance! They were supported by our amazing 
peer mentors. 
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810.626.2500Farms Intermediate News
Mikki Cheney, Principal  @farmsschool

Math and Reading StarsCongratulations to Our Students of the Month
Each month at Farms Intermediate School, we acknowledge students who have been nom-
inated by their teachers for outstanding academic performance, as well as, for displaying 
exemplary Reason, Respect, and Responsibility. Students are presented with a Student of 
the Month certificate and their names are announced school-wide. Congratulations to our 
Students of the Month!

Back row: Colton Reifsnyder, Ethan Day, Kylie Daavettila, Alexandria Sadowski, Nayeli Lopez and 
Emerald Pielack. Middle Row: Coleman Masters, Kanyon Rogers, Myra Sapp, Daniella Gjolaj and 
Rylynn Buswell. Front Row: Rylie Derby, Josie Smith, Marcus Clark, Jack Rogers, Blaik Tucker 
and Arianna Slesinski.

The Farms teachers select two students each month from their homeroom classes who have 
exhibited good reading or math habits. These students are the ones you see reading whenever 
they have a few minutes to spare, or they are putting forth exceptional effort in their math  
        classes. Congratulations to our Star Readers and Math students!

Back row: Spencer Crowe, Brennan Totten, Gavin Alber, Eric Standlick, Mikaela Curtiss, Brooke 
Childers and Isabella Golden. Middle Row: Torrin Savage, Alyssa Dennis, Lillian Greene, Julia Nacy, 
Jordan Schaar, Lucas Spitler and Augustus Sobieski. Front Row: Abigail Hoffman, Carter Brantner, 
Giuliana Kukuruzovic, Blakely Pachette, Spencer Palmer, Adelyn Knight and Claudia Previti.

Back row: Chris Tobin, Bode Daavettila, Ben Kastamo, Cheston Hall, Brady Busack, Sydney  
Lorentz and Lauren Keller. Middle Row: Jayden Yang, Aidan Scherer, Nathan Illingworth, 
Nathan McFall, Mallory Frantti, Mackenzie Hammond and Lejon Starks. Front Row: Kelly Shea, 
Drew Tandeski, Bennett Keenan, Kendall Zelski, Lucy Edmund and Raelynn Luten.

Mrs. Wessel’s math class is finding fun ways to learn about ratios, rates, and percents!

Congratulations to our fundraiser winners who earned a limo ride and lunch at Culver’s 
with a friend! Thank you to our PTO and our families for making this possible!
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Creekside Elementary News
Stephanie Way, Principal

810.626.2600
 @creeksideelem02

• Feb. 27st–March 3rd: Book Fair
• March 3th: Author/Illustrator Assembly
• March 14th: Science/Literacy/Ice Cream Social, 5-7 PM
• March 21st: CES PTO meeting at 6:30 PM
• March 25th-April 2nd: Spring Break, NO SCHOOL

Important Dates

Lots of 
fun was 
had at the 
Creekside 
Talent 
Show!

Creekside 
Crusaders 
learned how 
to process 
DNA.

Outdoor recess 
is so fun when 
there is snow 
on the ground!

Valentine’s 
Day Kindness

HHS Cadets teachers 
presenting problem 
solving strategies.

3rd grade presents 
their Martin Luther 
King Jr. play.
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810.626.2700Lakes Elementary News
Tony Howerton, Principal @lakeselementary

4th graders at Lakes have been learning about economics and market 
economies during their social studies unit. The unit culminates with our 
4th grade shops. 4th graders develop a service or product to sell to our 
students. Other students can earn 4th grade shop “dollars” to buy these 
items. Great job 4th grade entrepreneurs!

Kindergarten students celebrating the 100th day of school!

The 3R’s Alive & Well at Lakes! Two 
more Lakes students putting up a 
Kindness leaf for being respectful, 
responsible, and safe (reason)!

We had another great turnout at our most recent Lakes 
Family Movie Night in January. Thanks to the Lakes PTO and 
all of our volunteers!

Thank you to some of our 4th grade leaders 
(Reid, Ian, & Ryder) for helping collect 
library books each morning!

During the current rotation in Mr. Eaton’s Kindergarten through 4th grade music classes, students are 
able to use the new Orff instruments purchased through the Fall Fun Run proceeds. Orff instruments are 
instruments in a series of graduated diatonic xylophones, metallophones and glockenspiels.
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810.626.2800Round Elementary News
Dotty Hottum, Principal @roundelementary

•  March 3rd: Seussebration
•  March 9th: PTO meeting
•  March 27th–31st: Spring Break
•  April 3rd: School resumes

Important Dates
March is Reading Month! Our theme this year is Wild 
About Reading! Round has a number of wonderful 
activities scheduled including Seussebration and a visit 
from author Bryan Chick. Students will earn tickets for 
reading making them eligible for book prizes. We will 
continue to promote reading at home as an integral part 
of becoming a life-long reader every month! 

We would like to thank our parents for all of their contin-
ued support. Please consider attending a PTO meeting, 
volunteering for a PTO event, and/or shadowing a board 
member. We will be electing new PTO board members in 
April. We want you on our TEAM!

The Round Roundup

Our 4th grade stu-
dents are helping 
our first graders 
learn sight words 
and  math facts 
with fun games!

Our Highly Capable students are learning about area in new and interesting ways.

Morning tutoring is 
fun and these boys 
are loving it.
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@roundelementary Village Elementary News
Jason Reck, Principal

810.626.2850
 @villageelem

•  March 1st: PTO meeting
•  March 6th-10th: Book Fair
•  March 9th: SLAM Night
•  March 20th-24th: Spring Break Spirit Week
•  March 27th-31st: Spring Break, no school

Important Dates Village Snapshots!

March Is Reading 
Month!

Village Eagle Reader 
Classroom Winners

Top left: Mrs. Thering–October
Top right: Mrs .Grenier–November
Bottom left: Mrs. Decheim–December
Bottom right: Mrs. See–January
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LEGACY High School & Hartland Virtual Academy 810.626.2104

Nicole Conley, Principal

Every student at Legacy has a mentor teacher that stays with the student, in a 
small group setting of 10 students, until they graduate.

What do the groups do? Mentors help in a variety areas including developing and 
managing the mentoring relationship, monitoring the mentee’s social emotion-
al growth and well being, modeling effective leadership behavior, guiding and 
counseling, teaching, motivating, and inspiring.

5th Hour Fun at Legacy

Chemistry class explored phase changes 
of matter, and Steve Leathley tests that 
dry ice goes from solid to gas without 
being liquid.

Chemistry
Snapshots

Students complete a lab requiring the 
preciseness of measuring.

Students are 
taking part in an 
experiment to 
see if efficiency 
increases based 
on working on a 
team even when 
the task is made 
more and more 
complex.

Economics
Snapshots

@hartlandalted

Art Club
Snapshots

Cooking Club
Snapshots

Monday	 Trails Program MTSS Intervention 

Tuesday	 Xello for Careers and College

Wednesday	 Clubs

Thursday	 Whole Group Activity

How Legacy structures its mentor time:
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The Cultural Center of Hartland

READ|PARTICIPATe|LEARN|watch|listen march 2023 EDITION

WHAT’S GOING ON

This is a paid advertisement.

Visit our website for 
the FULL program/
events calendar!
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3688 N. Hartland Rd.
Hartland, MI
810-632-5200

Monday - Thursday
Friday & Saturday
sunday

 9 am - 8 pm
10 am - 5 pm
12 pm - 5 pm

Library Hours

WWW.CROMAINE.ORG

Scan the QR code to 
visit our online calendar 
for a full listing of our 
events and programs!

REGISTERR
Registration required for 
this program, register 
online or by phone

drop-inD
No registration necessary 
for this program

program keyR  Crafty Kids Club
Wednesday, March 1 @ 4:30 pm
Grades K through 4
Use our supplies and your imagination 
to create something unique in this 
open-ended art program!

R  Tech Time
Tuesday, March 7 @ 1:00 pm 
Adult
Make an appointment for one-
on-one help with your electronic 
device. We aim to improve your 
confidence as we help you set up 
a new device, download e-books 
from the Library, and learn basic 
skills. (Please note: we cannot 
fix malfunctions, replace parts, or 
remove viruses.)

R  Tween Air Dry  
Clay Pendants
Monday, March 13 @ 6:30 pm 
Grades 5 through 7
Make your own unique pendant!

R  Young Artists
Wednesday, March 15 @ 4:30 pm
Grades Kindergarten through 4
Learn about artist Wayne Thiebaud 
and create works of art in his style.

R  Rosie the Riveter 
& Beyond: How Women 
Helped Win WWII
Thursday, March 16 @ 6:30 pm 
Adult
Learn about the many contributions 
women made during WWII, including 
war production, essential civilian 
jobs, volunteerism and more.

R  Saturday Matinee
Saturday, March 18 @ 2:00 pm
Adult
Read the book at home, watch 
the movie with us at Cromaine 
(movie style snacks provided), 
and discuss your thoughts on 
the adaptation. This month, 
read The Orchid Thief by 
Susan Orlean and watch the 
Spike Jonez film: Adaptation.

R  Invite Food  
Safety to the Party
Wednesday, March 22  
@ 6:00 pm
Adult
Find out tips and tricks to make 
any gathering with food a 
delicious and safe success!

R  Marvel Vs. DC 
Graphic Novel  
Book Club
Thursday, March 23  
@ 3:30 pm 
Grades 7 through 12
Read a Marvel or DC comic 
of your choice! We'll discuss 
what we liked, didn't like, and 
decide once and for all which 
superheroes are better:  
Marvel or DC?

R  The RJ Spangler 
Quintet
Saturday, March 25 @ 3:00 pm 
All Ages
Enjoy an afternoon of 
jazz at the Hartland Music 
Hall, performed by the RJ 
Spangler Quintet from the 
Jazz Foundation of America. 
Registration is requested, but 
not required.

R  Time for a 
Declutter
Monday, March 27 @ 6:30 pm
Adult
This fun presentation can help 
motivate you by offering tips, 
suggestions, and an overall 
process to follow for your next 
organization project.

R  Richard Paul Family 
Fun Variety Show
Saturday, March 31 @ 3:00 pm 
All Ages
Join us at the Hartland Music 
Hall for a hilarious ventriloquist 
and magic show! Registration 
is requested, but not required.

D  Picture Book Day
Saturday, March 18  
@ 10:00 am
All ages
Enjoy crafts and Kindergarten 
Readiness activities based on 
our favorite picture books!

@hartlandalted



Hartland Consolidated Schools  
Non-Homestead Millage Renewal  

and Restoration Proposal
Vote on Tuesday, May 2nd, 2023
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On Tuesday, May 2nd, 2023, voters in the Hartland Consolidated School District will 
be asked to renew and restore the full 18 mills on non-homestead properties for 
the school’s operating budget through 2028. This millage has been in existence 
since Proposal A went into effect in 1994 and was last approved by voters in 2018. 
For residential homestead property owners, this millage will 
cost you nothing other than your time to vote. 

Important Facts:

➢	 This proposal has no impact on residential or most agricultural property

➢	 This is a renewal and restoration of the current 18 mills that voters last  
	 approved in May 2018 

➢	 This is NOT a new tax. It is an existing levy on commercial, business, and  
	 rental properties within our district.

➢	 Generates approximately $5.5M annually for district operations

➢	 Funds cannot be replaced by other sources

What the ballot language will look like:

“Shall the currently authorized millage rate limitation on the amount of taxes which may be assessed against all prop-
erty, except principal residence and other property exempted by law, in Hartland Consolidated Schools, Livingston 
County, Michigan, be renewed by 17.8939 mills ($17.8939 on each $1,000 of taxable valuation) for a period of 5 years, 
2024 to 2028, inclusive, and also be increased by .1061 mill ($0.1061 on each $1,000 of taxable valuation) for a period 
of 6 years, 2023 to 2028, inclusive, to provide funds for operating purposes; the estimate of the revenue the school dis-
trict will collect if the millage is approved and 18 mills are levied in 2024 is approximately $5,529,032 (this is a renewal 
of millage that will expire with the 2023 levy and a restoration of millage lost as a result of the reduction required by 
the “Headlee” amendment to the Michigan Constitution of 1963)?”

Remember to Vote on May 2nd, 2023!



We would like to hear from you…
If you have any additional questions about the non-homestead millage renewal election, please contact Chuck Hughes, 
Superintendent or Rachel Bois, Chief Financial Officer at 810-626-2100. For more information, click the millage renewal 
link on our website, www.hartlandschools.us or scan the QR code at right to go directly to the page. 

 Where can I vote?
In general, residents of the Hartland Consolidated Schools district will vote in the same location for the school 
election as when voting in a general election. If you are unsure of your voting location or have questions about 
absentee voting, please contact your township clerk, or visit the Michigan Voter Information Center at  
https://mvic.sos.state.mi.us/.
	 Hartland Township Hall, 2655 Clark Road, Hartland, 48353		  (810) 632-7498
 	 Brighton Township Hall, 4363 Buno Road, Brighton, 48116		  (810) 229-0555
	 Genoa Township Hall, 2911 Dorr Road, Brighton, 48116		  (810) 227-5225
	 Oceola Township Hall, 1577 Latson, Howell, 48843			   (517) 546-3259
	 Tyrone Township Hall, 8420 Runyan Lake Road, Fenton, 48430	 (810) 629-8631
	 Deerfield Township Hall, 4492 Center Road, Linden, 48451		  (517) 546-8760
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Questions and Answers

What is Non-Homestead property?
Non-homestead property refers to commercial, in-
dustrial, rental and vacation property. It does not 
include a family’s primary residence.

Is this a new tax?
NO! This levy has been in place since 1995. This is a 
renewal and restoration of the 18 mills last approved 
by voters back in May 2018.

What happens if the millage 
doesn’t pass?
The 18 mills assessed on non-homestead properties 
amounts to approximately $5.5 million annually to support 
operations including instructional resources, classroom 
supplies, and teachers. This funding is essential to main-
taining the current programs offered by the district. Should 
the millage not be approved, the district cannot replace 
this funding with any other source, and those revenues 
would be lost. Hartland Consolidated Schools would be 
required to reduce or cut programs to offset the loss.

Will my residential school taxes 
increase?
If the only property you own in the Hartland Consoli-
dated School District is your primary residence, this 
millage will not cost you anything. The tax is levied 
on non-homestead properties only.

Why does the ballot language 
mention an increase?
The Michigan Constitution requires that millage rates 
be “rolled back” if taxable values increase more than 
the rate of inflation. As a result of this roll-back provi-
sion, the district is currently only able to levy 17.8939 
mills instead of the full 18 mills. The ballot is asking 
voters to renew the 17.8939 mills, and increase the 
1.061 mills in order to restore the millage rate back to 
the full 18 mills beginning with the 2023 levy.
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Hartland Consolidated Schools Preschool 810.626.2780 or 810.626.2150
Jessica Pasienza, Director www.hartlandcommunityed.com

It is not uncommon for parents to be overwhelmed by the choices associated 
with preschool enrollment. There are many great programs in our area that offer 
wonderful experiences for their littles ones. As part of the Hartland Consolidated 
Schools Preschool program, our team works closely with the elementary schools, 
kindergarten teachers and curriculum coaches in the district to ensure that our 
curriculum aligns with what our preschoolers will experience in kindergarten. We 
are also fortunate to have the LESA team to provide extra support for students 

and teachers. Our preschool program follows a traditional approach that gives 
the classroom experience in preparation for the kindergarten classroom. Within 
this framework, our teachers keep the activities at an age appropriate level and 
keep them moving and interacting to keep the day fun and exciting while they 
are learning. Registration for the 2023/2024 school year has already begun and 
classes are filling fast! Call us today 810-626-2780.

Welcome to Hartland Preschool!
Registration  
now open!



Childcare Center
810.626.2780 or 810.626.2150Jessica Pasienza and Jessie Terberg, Directors

Childcare Center
Updates from the Childcare Center

We offer before and after care.

We are having so much fun at the Childcare Center 
with our parties and themed learning! Our Winterfest 
was full of music, games and a winter wonderland 
of fun for all ages! Our Busy Bee classroom read the 
book “Mae among the stars” during black history 
month and learned about space travel! We have a 
stuffed animal “pet adoption” coming up soon that 
is sure to be a big hit with all of our classrooms and 
show children that learning is fun!

Please contact us if you are interested in setting up a 
tour or getting more information about our programs. 
We offer before and after care for children who attend 
the Round, Village, Creekside, Lakes Elementary and 
Farms Intermediate School. The children who attend 
the Lakes or Farms may enroll at the School Street 
center or take advantage of the school-age program 
at Lakes School. The School Street Center is open 
from 6 AM–6 PM. Lakes location is open from  
6:30 AM–6 PM. Both programs offer gym activities, 
arts and crafts and outside play. When you are signed 
up for the Before and After School Care, you also have 
the option of attending on the “No School” days or 
snow days! Our center is almost always open!
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Our program is expanding, which means we are hiring! 
If you are interested in applying, email childcarecenter 
@hartlandschools.us or call 810.626.2780.

STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE WITH FEDERAL LAW  
NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION

The Hartland Consolidated School District complies with all Federal Laws, Michigan Laws, and regulations 
of the U.S. Department of Education. The Board of Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, ancestry, religion, sex (including sexual orientation or transgender identity), genetic 
information, disability, age, height, weight, marital status, military status, English speaking status, or any 
other legally protected category, in all general education, special education, career & technical education 
programs and activities (co-curricular and extra-curricular, including employment opportunities.

If a person believes that s/he has been discriminated/retaliated against or denied equal opportunity or 
access to the District’s programs, activities or services, including employment, the person may contact 
the District’s Compliance Officers located at 9525 Highland Road, Howell, Michigan, 48843: 

Mr. Scott VanEpps, Assistant Superintendent of Personnel and Student Services
810.626.2111 • scottvanepps@hartlandschools.us

Mrs. Carol Hayes, Director of Community Education
810.626.2150 • carolhayes@hartlandschools.us Applicable Legislation:

•  Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964
•  Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972
•  Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973
•  Title II of the Americans with Disabilities  
     Act of 1990 (ADA) as amended
•  State of Michigan Civil Rights Legislation
•  Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act
•  Persons with Disabilities Act 220 of 1976

Applicable Board Policies:
1422 & 1422.02, 1623, 2260 & 2260.01, 

1662 and 5517.

Limited Childcare  
Center spots available. 

Please call today!



18/ Community Life / March 2023



Community Life / March 2023/ 19

Hartland Senior Activity Center
9525 E. Highland Rd. Howell, MI 48843Kim Konarski, Director

810.626.2135

Hi 50s and over! Get out of the house and come join the fun with your neighbors. Bring your friends or come make new ones! We provide a broad range 
of activities and conveniences for our local older adult population. We offer theatre productions, musical groups, fitness classes and sports teams in 
addition to card games, art classes and a great day & overnight travel program! Lunch is served daily from 11:30 AM–12:30 PM. Come join us!

Annual Membership Dues (Jan-Dec): 
$20 per single member, $30 per 
couple sharing a household. You don’t 
have to be a Hartland resident to join!

810-626-2135 www.hartlandseniorcenter.org • Monday – Thursday 8 AM – 4 PM • Friday 8 AM– 3 PM 

 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

          

8:45am Enhance 
Fitness 8:45am Dance 

Aerobics 8:45am Enhance 
Fitness 8am Drumming 8:30am 

Recycled 
Rockettes 

Dance 

9am Billiards 9:45am Sit & Fit 9am Woodcarvers 8:45am Dance 
Aerobics 9am Postural 

Stretch 
    9am Billiards     

10:15am Yoga 10am Euchre 10am  Tai Chi  10am T.O.P.S. 10am Balance & 
Strength 

10:15am Zumba 10:30am Ping Pong 10am Combined 
Chorus 10am Nimble 

Needles 10am Relaxed 
Euchre 

12pm Cribbage 10:30am Line Dance   10am Line Dance   

12pm Tech Time  11am Pickleball 11am Zumba 11am Balance & 
Strength 12pm Big Euchre 

12:30pm Hand Chimes 12pm Art w/ Kathy     12pm Pickleball 

  12:30pm Pinochle 11:30am Duplicate 
Bridge     

6pm Strummers 
Jam 1pm Band 12:30pm JAZZ Cats     

. *Limited participation for all programs. Please call to pre-register and to make sure the class/program is not already full.

Events Travel
Interested in Traveling? The Hartland Senior Activity Center 
offers a variety of  trips! From theaters to casinos to sporting 
events and a whole lot more! Sit back and relax, as our trips 
are chartered by professional drivers. Don’t forget, members 
receive discounts on trips and senior center classes. The 
first price listed is the member price.

Extended trip to Ocean City, Maryland.6 days/7 nights 
and including, overnight lodging to/from Ocean City, 3 
nights lodging in Ocean City, 5 breakfasts, 2 dinners. 
Ocean Downs Casino (evening), guided tour of As-
sateague lsland (wild horses), scenic cruise on the bay, 
Ocean City Boardwalk, tour of  
Nassau Valley Winery, tax- 
free shopping in Rehoboth,  
DE. Evening of enter- 
tainment in Cape May,  
souvenir gift, luggage  
handling in Ocean City.  
Taxes and meal gratuities,  
and motor coach transpor- 
tation and escort included.  
Call Carol Ringle, HIP Travel  
Coordinator at 810-626-2139 for more information.

Sample Schedule

AARP Tax Appointments for Seniors: Do you need to 
get your taxes done? The senior center has appointments 
available on Fridays through April  
8th. Stop by the senior center to  
make an appointment . No appoint- 
ments will be made over the phone.

Gleaners: Wednesday, March 15th starting at 10 AM. Any-
one in need of food assistance is welcome to attend. (While 
supplies last – we have enough for 100 house-holds).

Daily Lunch: The senior center has a wonderful homemade 
soup and salad bar offering daily from 11:30 AM–12:30 
PM.  Cost is $4 for soup, salad, milk, fruit and roll. Lunch is 
provided through  
Livingston County  
Senior Nutrition.  

Irish Dinner: Thursday, March 16th at 5 PM. Traditional 
corned beef and cabbage with entertainment! Tickets are 
going fast and cost $20 per  
person. Buy your tickets at  
the senior center office. 



Like and follow us on Facebook for updates!

Walk in or  

call for your  

appointment  

   today!

Call Today for an Appointment!
11499 Highland Rd., Hartland, MI 48353

810.632.5533

www.hartlandsmilemakers.com
Dr. Christopher B. McDaniel & Dr. Joel R. Kerwin

The Friends of Cromaine would like to thank everyone who participated in mak-
ing our January book sale a HUGE SUCCESS. We are very appreciative! Please 
know that all profits always go to help benefit Cromaine and the library staff with 
their projects.

The Friends suggest that when you wake up in the morning say “This is going to 
be an “amazing day.” Make yesterday jealous!

Mary Lynn Thomson
Friends Secretary

PS. Have you visited our Book Nook? If not, please stop and check us out!

Friends of Cromaine
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11636 Highland Road, Suite 104 • Hartland, MI 48383 • 810.632.5520

Gwizdala & Associates P.C. is a locally owned CPA firm in Hartland. We are expanding 
our business and looking for a full-charge bookkeeper or CPA. Contact us at  
gwizdalacpa@comcast.net or 810.632.5520 for more information. 

• Experience required
• College degree preferred 

• CPA helpful
• Pay competitive

Join our team!

Want to see your advertisement in Community Life?  
Email communitylife@hartlandschools.us or call 810.626.2150. See page 2 for our rates and ad sizes. 

The March meeting of the Hartland Home and Garden Club 
will be held Wednesday, March 8th at 7 PM at the Hartland 
Senior Center, 9525 E Highland Rd, Hartland. Our speaker, 
Charlie Shelton, will 
discuss the history 
of the Metroparks. 
Charlie specializes 
in Michigan history 
with an emphasis on 
interactions between 
early Europeans and 
Native Americans in 
the region. Please call 
517-545-9370 with 
any questions.

Hartland Home and Garden Club
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Places of Worship

Fellowship Bible
2500 Hartland Rd.
Hartland, MI 48353
Phone: 810.632.7263
Sr. Pastor: Howard Wideman
Sunday School: 10 AM
Worship 11:00 AM
Wednesday Bible study 7 PM
www.fbhartland.org

Hartland United Methodist
10300 Maple Rd. Hartland, MI 48353 
At the corner of “Hibner” & Washington
Phone 810.632.7476
Pastor: Chuck William
Sunday Worship: 10:00 AM 
secretary@hartland umc.org
www.hartlandumc.org

Hardy United Methodist
	

6510 E. Highland Road, Howell, MI 48843
Phone: 517.546.1122 
Rev. Brian Johnson, Pastor
Worship Sunday 10:00 AM
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Bible Study Sunday
www.hardychurch.org

Our Savior Evangelical 
Lutheran, LC-MS
13667 Highland Road (M-59)
Hartland, MI 48353
Phone: 248.887.4300
Rev. Christopher I. Thoma, Pastor
Deaconess, Sara Bielby, School Principal
Sunday Divine Service: 9:30 AM
Sunday School/Bible Study: 11:00 AM
www.oursaviorhartland.org

Tyrone 
Community

Presbyterian
		         9141 Hartland Rd.,  

Fenton, MI 48430
Phone: 810.750.0350

Sunday Worship: 10:00 AM
Fellowship: 11:15 AM

12701 W. Highland Road (M-59
Hartland, MI 48353
Phone: 248.887.8060
Pastor Denise Russell	
Heather Brady, Director
Little Saints Preschool 
Preschool Phone: 810.746.0238
Sunday Worship: 10 AM
Sunday School (Sept. through June): 10 AM  
(Pre-K through 5th grade)

Benchmark Church
5530 Runyan Lake Road, 
Fenton, MI 48430
Pastor Tony L. Chick 810.632.3417 
Benchmarkchurch@gmail.com
8:30 AM Prayer Group 
9 AM. Sunday School
10 AM Fellowship Time 
10:30 AM Worship Service
www.benchmarkchurch.com

Ore Creek Community  St. John Catholic 
2099 N. Hacker Road, Howell, MI 48855
Phone: 517.546.7200
Pastor: Fr. Francis George  
Mass Schedule: Saturday 5 PM
Sunday: 8:30 AM and 11:00 AM (Main Church)
Tuesday: 6:45 PM, Wed., Thurs., 
Fri., 9:00 AM (Little Church)
www.stjohnhowell.com • facebook.com/stjohnhowell

Victory Baptist
P.O. BOX 523 
3642 Washington St., Hartland, MI 48353
Phone: 810.632.6337
Pastor Ryan Guenther  
Services: Sunday 10, 11 AM and 6 PM
Wednesday 7 PM
www.vbchartland.org

3375 Fenton Rd., Hartland,MI 48353
Phone: 248.887.1133
Lead Pastor: Dave Classen; dclassen@orecreek.org
Associate Pastor: Gabe Sturley; gsturley@orecreek.org
Sunday Service: 10 AM
www.orecreek.org

Tri County Christian
13020 Holtforth Rd., Fenton, MI 48430
Phone: 810.714.1139
Pastor: Randy Greene
Sunday School: 9 AM 
Sunday Worship: 10 AM
Various weekly Bible studies
www.triccc.com

Flood Gate 
Renewal Fellowship
1623 Old US 23, Brighton, MI 48114
Phone: 810.227.2005
Pastors Bill & Clara Bolin
Sunday Worship: 10 AM
Family Night on Wednesday: 7 PM
www.FloodGateRenewal.org

Hartland Community 
Chapel
PO Box 652 Hartland, MI 48353
Services held at the Hartland Music Hall
3619 Avon St
Phone: 248.660.4366
Pastor Russ Greer
Sunday Worship Service: 11:00 AM 
Due to COVID, services may be online– 
check our Facebook page at 
www.hartlandcommunitychapel.org

Grumlaw Church
	

8457 E. Highland Rd. (M59)
Howell, MI 48843
Phone 810.510.0298
Web: grumlaw.com
Sunday Service
10 AM
Lead Pastor: Shea Prisk

6481 Faussett Road
Howell, MI 48855
Phone: 517.546.9807
Pastor: Fr Gregg A  
Pleiness
Mass Schedule:
Sat: 5 PM Sun: 8 AM  
and 10:30 AM
Wed-Fri: 8:30 AM
www.staugustinehowell.com

St Augustine  
Catholic  
Church 

Children Time: 10 AM, Bible Study: Tuesdays

All Saints Lutheran, ELCA

Shepherd of the Lakes, Shepherd of the Lakes, 
Linden MILinden MI
WELS–Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod
16214 Linden Rd, Linden MI 48451
Phone: 810.208.0949
Bible Study: Sunday mornings at 9:15 AM
Sunday Service: 10:30 AM
All are welcome!
administrator@myshepherdchurch.com.
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Teen Center News
Teens served hundreds of guests at the 2023 Hartland Winterfest, at Heritage Park. Several area businesses and the HERO Hartland Teen Center Board 
of Directors donated food and food service items to the teen-run concession stand. The list of donors included: The Majestic, Mackles, Tony Sacco’s, 
Culvers, Hartland Pizza Grill and General Store, Starbucks, Beauchamp’s Water and Biggby Coffee. Parents donated baked goods for the bake sale, and 
the teens also participated in baking and decorating cookies for the event. All of the donations made by the crowd went directly to the teen center. The 
HERO Hartland Teen center is free to the teens of the Hartland School district and is made possible by fund raising events such as these. 
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Hartland Area Chamber of Commerce
Upcoming Events and Opportunities

The Hartland Area Chamber of Commerce 
9525 E. Highland Rd. Howell, MI 48843 • 810-632-9130  
www.hartlandchamber.org • #hartlandchamber #hartlandliving 

Shea Prisk cuts the ribbon at the Grand Opening & Ribbon Cutting at Thread Creek Coffee in Hartland. 

REGISTER TODAY!

See what a healthier
you can do.
We’re here to help you be your best self and 
achieve your weight loss goals with tailored care 
that fits your personal needs. Join our dietitian and 
bariatric surgeon for a free informational seminar.

Bariatric surgery can help:
• Eliminate or reduce effects of diabetes
• Reduce joint pain
• Lower blood sugar levels
• Lower blood pressure
• Lower cholesterol 

March 1st, 11:30 AM–1 PM: Hartland Business Builders at the Chamber Office

March 3rd, 11:30 AM–1:30 PM: Black and Bling ~ Celebrating Women in Business with  
keynote speaker Kathy King at Crystal Gardens in Howell.

March 15th, 11:30 AM–1 PM: Hartland Business Builders at the Chamber Office

March 22nd, 9–11 AM: Livingston County Chamber Alliance Speaker Series #2, Supply Chain 
Disruption at Oak Pointe Golf and Country Club

March 24th, 8–9:30 AM: Morning Meet and Greet at Two Men and a Truck in Howell. 

Welcome New Members: Boyer and Goodman CPA’s, What the Fluff Mobile Pet Grooming, 
Doors of Pontiac, Hartland Handyman Services and Thread Creek Coffee.
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The Hartland Area 
Community Council 
is busy preparing 
for Memorial Day 
2023! Do you know 
someone that has 
provided leadership 
and community 
service to the 
Hartland area over 
the years? What 
better way to honor 
an unsung com-
munity leader than 
to nominate them 
to be the Memorial Day Parade 2023 Grand Marshal. Past Grand Marshals have 
been veterans, educators, librarians, church ushers and individuals from the local 
business community.

To make a nomination, please provide the name and contact information of the 
person you wish to honor and the reasons you believe that this individual deserves 
the recognition. You can nominate them at bit.ly/GrandMarshal2023 or mail it to 
the Hartland Area Community Council, P.O. Box 113, Hartland, MI 48353. Nomi-
nations must be received no later than 5 PM on March 22nd, 2023. Join the next 
Hartland Area Community Council meeting—which all are welcome to attend—on 
March 6th at 6:30 PM in Room 33 at the HESSC on M-59. Finally, forms for Parade 
Entries, Epley Park Vendors, and Ads for the Memorial Day Booklet are on the HACC 
website at http://hartlandcommunitycouncil.org/memorial-day-activities.html.

Community Council Update
Seeking Memorial Day Parade  
Grand Marshal nominationsRegister now 

for our spring 

dances!
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